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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   27 9 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 30 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 27 14 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 18 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  28 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 21 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 27 18 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 25 7 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 26 24 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 24 10 LC
UAE (Dubai) 36 31 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 26 24 LR
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19 million
Afghans face acute food 
insecurity by April, says UN

09 TIRUCHY

OSLO

UKRAINIAN President Volodymyr Zelenskyy ar-
rived in Oslo on Tuesday for talks with top US 
envoys in a bid to get strained relations with 
Washington “on a more constructive path”, Oslo 
said. “We are maintaining all contacts that can 
help bring peace,” Zelenskyy said in a social me-
dia post announcing his arrival in Oslo. Norway’s 
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store said earlier that 
Oslo would host talks between Zelenskyy, US en-
voys Steve Witkoff  and Jared Kushner — the lat-
ter taking part remotely — as well as Finnish 
President Alexander Stubb.

The Norway talks were due to begin on Tues-
day afternoon and continue into the evening, 
Store told reporters. “The aim is to put diplo-
matic efforts on a more constructive path,” he 
said. Ahead of  the meeting, Zelenskyy on Tues-
day said he held “substantive” and “construc-
tive” talks with US Secretary of  State Marco 
Rubio, in which he insisted that the US military 
satellite system Ukraine uses, Starshield, “needs 
to be restored” and that ballistic missile inter-
ceptors “are needed to protect lives”.  Zelenskyy 
told US senators the Pentagon was delaying Eu-
ropean-funded missile deliveries pending De-
fence Secretary Pete Hegseth’s approval.

Rubio denied the US was withholding aid, citing 
global shortages of  Patriot missiles. EU foreign 
policy chief  Kaja Kallas said European support 
had prevented Ukraine from surrendering to Rus-
sia, questioning US peace efforts. Russian attacks 
killed at least six people near Kyiv and Dnipro, 
wounded dozens and caused power outages across 
12 Ukrainian regions.

Meanwhile, Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters that Moscow hopes that a 
meeting in Russia with the US envoys can be or-
ganised soon, though he didn’t give any indica-
tion about where or when. He said that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s meetings with 
Trump’s envoys — potentially as early as 
Wednesday — would be “very important.” 
 Agencies 

Zelenskyy meets US 
envoys as Ukraine flags 
missile delivery delays

China 
tracks US 
warship in 
disputed 
waters
BEIJING: 
China’s military 
on Tuesday 
said it tracked 
a US Navy 
vessel near the 
disputed 
Sabina Shoal 
in the South 
China Sea, 
accusing it of 
violating its 
sovereignty. 
Beijing warned 
Washington to 
cease such 
activities. The 
Philippines 
rejected 
China’s claims, 
saying no 
country can 
demand prior 
permission for 
lawful transit 
through 
international 
waters. The 
incident comes 
amid tensions 
over territorial 
claims, with 
China, 
Vietnam, the 
Philippines and 
Taiwan 
disputing parts 
of the Spratly 
Islands. 

E X P R E S S 
R E A D

LONDON

A power outage at a Google 
Cloud data centre near London 
caused serious failures to serv-
ices on Tuesday, leading to 
widespread disruptions for 
several UK banks. Google said 
in a service health update that 
most services had returned to 
normal by 12.10 GMT, six hours 
after the incident began. 

“We are seeing the recovery 
of  services for most workloads 
in europe-west2,” the US tech 
giant said, referring to its Lon-
don data centre. 

Google said its cloud servic-
es suffered an outage “due to a 
power event”, in an incident 
that began at 6.08 GMT.

Services for the digital bank 
Revolut, including withdrawals 
from ATMs, bank transfers and 
bank card top-ups, were dis-
rupted, which a source close to 
the matter attributed to the 
Google Cloud failures. 

UK lenders Lloyds and 
HSBC confirmed that 
customers faced issues 
with their banking 
services. “We under-
stand the root issues 
have been resolved, so 
we expect all our services 
to be back to normal soon,” 
Lloyds said in a statement on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Downdetector recorded hun-
dreds of  UK outage reports af-
fecting Rightmove, DPD and 
Royal Mail. HSBC said its cus-
tomers experienced “difficul-

ties accessing our services”, 
adding that it would “monitor 
the situation, which is also af-
fecting other organisations”. 

A Revolut spokesperson said 
the bank was “working to fix the 
issue since it was identified” 

and offered its apologies 
“to anyone affected and 
for any inconvenience 
caused”. “We can con-
firm that all our cus-
tomers’ money and data 

are safe,” the spokesper-
son added in a statement.

Reliance on hyperscalers 
Google said it would publish a 
full incident report in the com-
ing days, as the outage renewed 
concerns over businesses’ 
growing reliance on cloud pro-
viders for IT resources. AP

Google Cloud outage 
disrupts UK banks and  
businesses across sectors

Meta board flags poll 
moderation failures
PARIS: Meta’s oversight 
board flagged recurring 
moderation failures during 
US and Brazilian elections, 
warning that inconsistent 
enforcement could suppress 
political speech and 
undermine electoral 
integrity. Separately, Meta 
said it had complied with 
Brazil’s court order to treat 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva and challenger Flavio 
Bolsonaro equally online, 
avoiding a potential 
$200,000 daily fine.

Vance ducks Bibi endorsement, 
says focusing on US midterms

WASHINGTON

US vice president J D Vance de-
clined to endorse Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
for reelection a day after Presi-
dent Donald Trump endorsed 
the embattled Israeli leader.

“I’m not anti-endorsing him. 
I’m not pro-endorsing him. I’m 
not getting involved in Israeli 
elections,” Vance said of  Netan-
yahu, in an interview Monday 
with journalist Mark Halperin. 
“I endorse American candi-
dates and that’s where I’m fo-
cused on is the midterms,” he 
added.,” Vance said on Monday 
during an interview with jour-
nalist Mark Halperin. “I en-
dorse American candidates, 
and that’s where I’m focused on 
the midterms,” Vance added 
saying, “So, I’m not getting in-
volved in Israeli elections.” 

Vance has campaigned for a 
foreign leader -- then-Hungari-
an prime minister Viktor Or-
ban -- last spring before the 
right-wing leader’s party lost 
that country’s parliamentary 
election. Vance’s deference to 
Donald Trump on Netanyahu 
comes at an extraordinarily 
sensitive time for Jewish Amer-
icans and the US alliance with 
Israel. Concerns about an-
tisemitism have surged across 
the political spectrum ahead of  
the midterm elections.

Gaza pre-dawn strike kills 2
Meanwhile, Israel’s military 
struck an apartment in Gaza 
before dawn, killing two people 
and wounding others. The vic-
tims were a husband and wife, 
according to Shifa Hospital. 

The Israeli military said it 
targeted a Hamas militant. 
The attack followed strikes on 
Monday that killed at least 
four people. Gaza’s health min-
istry says over 1,500 Palestini-
ans have been killed by Israel 
since last year’s ceasefire. UN 
agencies and independent ex-
perts generally consider its 
records reliable.

Settler violence pressures Bibi
Attacks by Israeli settlers on a 
US journalist and European 
diplomats in the occupied 
West Bank have intensified 
criticism of  Benjamin Netan-
yahu ahead of  elections. 

Opposition leaders accuse 
his government of  tolerating 
Jewish settler terrorism, 
warning that the escalating 
violence could further damage 
Israel’s international standing 
and alienate voters concerned 

about security and the govern-
ment’s hard-line policies.

Qatar says Israel shuns peace
Senior Qatari official says Is-
raeli leaders are not committed 

to a negotiated end to the war 
in Gaza and are instead focused 
only on “war and death and de-
struction” in the lead up to Is-
rael’s first national elections 
since the Hamas-led attacks. 

“Sadly, right now we do not 
have a partner for peace in Is-
rael,” said Majed al-Ansari, 
spokesperson for Qatar’s For-
eign Ministry and adviser to 
the Qatari prime minister, 
speaking  on stage at the Global 
Security Forum in Doha. 

Al-Ansari said: “You look at 
all the statements coming out 
from all the political parties 
and all the political candidates 
right now in the elections. Does
any of  them even talk about 
peace with Palestinians? Does 
any of  them even talk about sta-
bility of  the region?” Agencies

Israeli  Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu holds up an enlarged copy of 
a Likud party ballot |  AFP

WHO ARE IN THE RUN TO 
REPLACE NETANYAHU?
Naftali Bennett and Yair Lapid formed Beyachad in April, followed by 5 
leaders signing a pact against Bibi on Sept 26, as reported by Al Jazeera

MEET THE CANDIDATES
GADI EISENKOT
Party: Yashar | 
Age: 66

Former military chief 
who founded the 
centrist Yashar party. 

Calls for professional governance, 
universal military service and an 
inquiry into failures preceding the 
October 7 attacks

AVIGDOR 
LIEBERMAN
Party: Yisrael 
Beiteinu | Age: 68

Former defence 
minister known for 

hard-line security views. Opposes 
Netanyahu, ultra-Orthodox parties 
and coalitions reliant on Arab parties

NAFTALI 
BENNETT
Party: Beyachad | 
Age: 54

Former prime 
minister and right-

wing politician who supports Israeli 
settlements in the occupied West 
Bank. Leads the joint Beyachad list 
with Yair Lapid

YAIR GOLAN
Party: The 
Democrats |  
Age: 64

Retired major-
general and liberal 

Democrats leader, critical of the 
Gaza war strategy and open to 
cooperation with Palestinian parties

YAIR LAPID
Party: Beyachad / Yesh Atid | Age: 62

Former prime minister and centrist politician. Criticises the 
international fallout from Israel’s military campaigns but has 
not backed Palestinian statehood

SECURITY: Most favour hard-line military policies; Golan is 
more critical of the government’s war strategy

PALESTINIAN STATEHOOD: None makes it a central 
commitment; the Democrats consider it a distant goal

COALITION PARTNERS: Disagreements over Arab parties and 
leadership could complicate efforts to form a government

WHERE 
THEY 

DIFFER

JERUSALEM

ISRAELI Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said he and 
Donald Trump had “a job to fin-
ish” on Iran, as he aired a phone 
call in which the US president 
predicted his election victory 
and praised him ahead of  Isra-
el’s October 27 polls.

A day after Trump publicly en-
dorsed Netanyahu for the vote, 
the Israeli leader released a video 
of  the telephone call in which the 
two right-wing leaders lavished 
praise on each other. “I think 
you’re going to have a tremen-
dous victory, actually,” Trump 
can be heard saying on speaker-
phone. “You’re the man I want by 

my side, Bibi,” Trump said, refer-
ring to Netanyahu by his nick-
name. Netanyahu, while remind-
ing the famously loose-lipped 
president that they were on an 
open line, hailed Trump for join-
ing Israel in attacking Iran in 
February.

“Donald, we have a job to fin-
ish,” Netanyahu said. “We’ll fin-
ish it together. We’ll finish it, 
and no one else will do it.”

Netanyahu did not elaborate 
but again described Iran’s cleri-
cal state, which remains in pow-
er nearly eight months after the 
joint attack, as “the greatest 
danger”. Netanyahu appeared 
to be speaking to Trump from 
an air force base, where he ear-

lier released a video warning 
that he had been assured of  Is-
rael’s “capability to strike our 
enemies the moment it is 
required”.
   Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said naval mines set two tankers 
ablaze as they attempted to cross 
the Strait of  Hormuz via routes 
Tehran considers illegal. How-
ever, US Central Command re-
jected the claim, saying interna-
tional shipping lanes had been 
cleared of  mines. It accused Iran 
of  using missiles and drones to 
attack vessels, calling the claim 
that the strait was closed false 
and saying maritime traffic re-
mained open, with 95 per cent of  
vessels transiting successfully, 

according to CENTCOM.
   Britain will deploy RAF Ty-
phoon fighter jets to help Saudi 
Arabia defend against escalating 
Houthi attacks, the UK govern-
ment announced on Tuesday. The 
move follows Saudi Arabia’s in-
terception of  a Houthi ballistic 
missile targeting Riyadh, where 
blasts were heard and a brief  
danger alert issued. Saudi forces 
later intercepted a drone in the 
area. The UK will also send a 
transport aircraft to move de-
fence equipment and advisers to 
support Saudi officers.  Defence 
Minister Wes Streeting con-
demned the attacks, particularly 
the targeting of  Riyadh airport.   
 Agencies

Netanyahu vows to finish Iran war 
with Trump’s backing ahead of polls
Bibi tells they have ‘a job to finish’ on Iran, with Don replying, ‘You’re the man I want by my side’


